CRH in chronic inflammatory stress.
Corticotropin-releasing hormone (CRH) is an important regulator of inflammation at the central level through hypothalamo-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis control of glucocorticoid secretion. Integrity of the HPA axis during autoimmune disease is critical in controlling the severity of inflammation, but the evidence for an HPA axis defect in the etiology of autoimmune diseases is not compelling. CRH secreted from leukocytes and neuronal terminals in peripheral tissues also plays a role in mediating inflammation. Elucidating the pathways underlying the expression of CRH, both central and peripheral, and interactions of CRH with other inflammatory mediators such as substance P, confers great potential for the development of a new generation of anti-inflammatory agents.